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Presentation on 'Persecution' by the British Pakistani Christian Association 

(BPCA) – By Desmond Fernandes and Wilson Chowdhry 

 

Thank you for inviting the British Pakistani Christian Association (BPCA)i to present oral evidence 

today to the 'Independent Review of Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) support for 

persecuted Christians'. This report has been prepared by Desmond Fernandes (a former Senior 

Lecturer in Human Geography at De Montfort University)ii and myself, Wilson Chowdhry, the chair 

of the BPCA. 

 

We welcome this “independent, global review into the persecution of Christians of all nationalities”, 

led by the Bishop of Truro, Rt Rev Philip Mounstephen, that is tasked to “make recommendations 

on the practical steps the government can take to better support those under threat”.iii We have 

already presented a report/book we recently published – 'Call it by its name – Persecution!'iv - to 

the FCO, which we hoped might offer insights and recommendations that might be of interest to 

the team producing this Independent Review. 

 

Given the short period of time I have here (10 minutes), I am just presenting a summary of some of 

the points and issues that were raised for discussion/reflection in that book/report, but I 

recommend that you please refer to that report/book for more specific details.v We agree with the 

Foreign Secretary, Jeremy Hunt's belief “that growing persecution of Christians in some countries 

is often a symbol of wider persecution”vi and we agree that more needs to be done – and can 

practically be done – by the FCO and the British government to better support those being 

persecuted and living under the constant threat and 'very real fear' of persecution. 

 

We believe that if the FCO and the British government are serious about 'better supporting' 

Christians being persecuted worldwide, a first practical step would be to ensure that the FCO takes 

a clear stand and recognises, acknowledges and consistently speaks out against the persecution 

of Christians that is taking place worldwide, and confronts key UK government departmental 

stances (for example, by the Home Office) that are still engaged in denying this reality.  

 

We have detailed in our report how the FCO, to cite the example relating to the situation facing 

Christians in Pakistan, has been inconsistent in explicitly acknowledging the persecution that 

Christians face in the country. At times, it has clearly stated this reality,vii yet at other times has 

seemingly chosen to deliberately refrain from using the 'p' (persecution) word (seemingly to not 

offend certain domestic and international audiences and lobbies within government).viii If the FCO 

seeks to meaningfully 'support persecuted Christians', we would ask it to consider consistently 

using the term when it relates to countries where Christians are subject to persecution/a 'real fear' 
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of persecution and the documented evidence sustains such a categorisation. 

 

If the FCO also internally examines, acknowledges and successfully confronts/alters certain covert 

British governmental policies and 'interventions' that support extremist groups and other 

governments in certain 'initiatives' that result in increased persecution of Christians and targeted 

'Others' worldwide, it will be making a practical and meaningful contribution towards 'supporting 

persecuted Christians' and targeted 'Others' worldwide.ix 

 

By also speaking out against and seeking a revision of patently flawed Home Office assessments 

and 'guidance' – for example, its “Country Policy and Information Note - Pakistan: Christians and 

Christian converts [Version 3.0, September 2018]” and its earlier 'Country and Information 

Guidance' May 2016 report on 'Pakistan: Christians and Christian converts' that asserts that 

“Christians in Pakistan are a religious minority who, in general, suffer discrimination but this is not 

sufficient to amount to a real risk of persecution” - the FCO can and will practically support 

persecuted Pakistani Christians seeking asylum in the UK and in countries such as Thailand and 

Malaysia.  

 

It should confront the Home Office with its dangerously flawed 'guidance' which seeks to go to the 

absurd and extreme lengths of even seeking to deny that Christians, “in general”, even face 

persecution in Pakistan! This, despite all the evidence available that disproves such a stated 

position.  

 

As our report that had been presented to the FCO earlier clearly shows,x an accurate assessment 

and acknowledged designation by the Home Office of 'persecution' facing Pakistani Christians, in 

general, can substantively assist with protecting and providing sanctuary and 'refugee status' to 

persecuted Pakistani Christian asylum seekers by assisting them with their processing as 'refugees 

with a well founded fear of persecution' (rather than 'bogus refugees' who only experience a 

perceived lesser form of 'discrimination' when they apply for asylum).  

 

As long as the FCO also allows the Home Office to persist with a flawed 'hostile environment' 

policy that  is insensitive to the asylum claims of persecuted Christians and targeted 'Others' (for a 

detailed critique, please refer to our aforementioned report), and allows the Home Office to 

continue to ignore in its 'Country Policy Information Notes' (CPIN's) the detailed evidence 

confirming the 'real risk of persecution' that, for example, Pakistani Christians in general face, a 

large number of persecuted Christians will not receive the international protection that they are 

entitled to under the terms of the Refugee Convention and will continue to be deported back to the 

country where they will remain 'at risk'.  
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As the UK All Party Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion or Belief in its 2016 

Inquiry report confirmed: “Guidance produced by the Home Office on Christians in Pakistan does 

not adequately reflect the real risk of persecution in the country, and is being used to justify 

deportation, even when this puts lives at risk … The guidance is not just causing difficulty for those 

seeking asylum in the UK ... It is [also] being used to 'de-legitimise' the asylum claims of Pakistani 

Christians in Thailand, even if deporting them to Pakistan will put their lives in danger”.xi 

 

As Professor the Lord Alton of Liverpool, Independent Crossbench Member of the House of 

Lords, former Vice-Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on International Freedom of Religion 

or Belief and Co-Founder of the Jubilee Campaign has also concluded: 

Upon visiting UNHCR’s Bangkok detention camp in the past, I found that the UK 

Home Office’s Country Information and Guidance - Pakistan: Christians and 

Christian Converts report, which states that such individuals in general are not at “a 

real risk of persecution”, was being used to justify unduly prolonging granting 

asylum to Christians fleeing persecution in Pakistan.  

 

The book [by the British Pakistani Christian Association that has been presented to the 

FCO] severely questions the basis of the Home Office guidance which states that Pakistani 

Christians “are a religious minority who in general suffer discrimination but this is not 

sufficient to amount to a real risk of persecution”. The information provided details the “real 

risk of persecution” that Christians face every day in Pakistan. As I have noted elsewhere: 

“If a systematic campaign of bombings, killings, the burning alive of people and their 

homes, the rape and forced marriage of Christian girls, and a systematic campaign 

whipping up hatred doesn’t amount to persecution, it is hard to imagine what would 

have to happen before it is described as persecution”. 

 

While Vice-Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) for International Freedom of 

Religion or Belief, I oversaw parliamentary Inquiry evidence hearing sessions that led to a 

February 2016 Inquiry report that similarly challenged the British Home Office’s Country 

Information and Guidance about Pakistani Christians and Christian converts.xii 

 

We also suggest that the Pakistan 'situation' we have just detailed above with relation to flawed 

Home Office 'guidance' is not 'unique' (our report points this out by citing other country examples)xiii 

but opens a window into appreciating how flawed Home Office 'Country Policy Information Notes' 

are being – and have been - used in several other countries to often unfairly process and reject 

many persecuted Christians and targeted 'Others' as 'bogus' asylum seekers ('illegal migrants'). If 

the FCO can confront and meaningfully rectify/address this scandalous situation, it will practically 

be acting to meaningfully 'support persecuted Christians' worldwide.  
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As long as it fails to meaningfully confront Home Office policy and questionable covert foreign 

policy in the ways outlined, we argue that the FCO will not be taken seriously in international 

platforms when it claims to consistently and morally advance – and advise other governments and 

bodies to consistently advance - causes and initiatives that seek to robustly and practically support 

persecuted Christians worldwide. 

 

In addition to the above stated concerns, findings from our report additionally point towards a 

specific UK government immigration policy that explicitly appears to 'secretly' discriminate against 

nationals from Pakistan (alongside a few 'select' other countries). Home Office asylum 'guidance' 

appears to have been skewed in a 'deep political' manner to advance 'zero tolerance' immigration 

agendas, irrespective of the genuine 'persecution' status of asylum seeking applicants from 

Pakistan (inclusive of Christians) and these other targeted countries.xiv Surely this publicly 

unaccountable policy needs to be – and can be – practically questioned and challenged. As our 

book documents, Mansouri and Son, a solicitors and law firm, has confirmed that “the UK 

Border Agency has drawn up ... a secret list. The list is not available publicly and Entry 

Clearance Officers are explicitly forbidden from disclosing the existence of the list”. To 

human rights lawyer Shahram Taghavi, this 'secret list' “not only offends against the established 

fundamental human rights principle of not discriminating on the grounds of nationality or race, but 

also violates a cardinal principle of the rule of law, the principle that laws must be accessible to 

citizens”.  

 

In deliberating upon how the FCO can meaningfully and practically potentially support persecuted 

Christians in Pakistan (and elsewhere), we also ask the panel and authors of the Independent 

Review for the FCO to reflect upon and consider the following issues and concerns (which are 

examined in greater depth in our aforementioned report) which point to a crisis of public 

accountability in certain key government decisions: 

 

● The FCO reportedly has been a driving force in urging the Prime Minister to refuse Asia 

Bibi's asylum application to the UK, despite all evidence pointing to her clear persecution in 

Pakistan for being a Christian and all the evidence suggesting that she had been subjected 

to patently false blasphemy claims. It is worth noting that, in quashing the Tehreek-e-

Labbaik (TLP) backed petition to the Supreme Court in January 2019, Chief Justice 

Asif Khosa, “in a scathing conclusion ... accused the prosecution witnesses of 

perjury”.xv  
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It has been reported and suggested in some quarters that the FCO's and UK 

government's refusal to offer Asia Bibi and her family asylum (and by implication any 

other persecuted Christians seeking asylum after false blasphemy accusations have 

been laid against them by extremist mobs in Pakistan?) is linked to its capitulation to 

the demands of mob justice in Pakistan and possible (but imagined) mob justice in 

the UK. Is David Stewart correct in his assessment that “Britain’s asylum policy is 

effectively being directed by mobs in Pakistan, a charge that the government 

unconvincingly tried to refute?”xvi For Tim For Dieppe, in an article entitled 'Asia Bibi and 

the Breakdown of our asylum system': “This is very concerning indeed. Allowing the mob to 

dictate policy will only encourage mob violence in every other area … British policy should 

not be held to ransom by potential ... unrest [of this kind] either here or anywhere. Yet 

this is what is currently happening … We should pray that the government recovers the 

moral courage required to do the right thing”.xvii 

 

● In January 2019, the Home Secretary, Sajid Javid, clarified his position regarding the 

“hostile environment” policy: 

Lawyers and campaigners have criticised Sajid Javid after the Home Secretary 

appeared to suggest asylum seekers should be deterred from crossing the Channel 

in small boats by making it harder to gain asylum, a right enshrined in international 

law. The Refugee Council called the comments “deeply concerning” and said the 

suggestion of denying asylum was unlawful …  

 

Colin Yeo, a leading immigration and asylum barrister at Garden Court chambers, 

said the Home Secretary’s apparent threat was illegal: “Sending genuine refugees to 

face persecution in order to dissuade others from seeking to come here is plainly 

illegal … I imagine the Home Secretary knows this, but if so, it is depressing 

that he is still saying it” … Dr Lisa Doyle, director of advocacy at the Refugee 

Council, said it would be unlawful for the UK to deny someone asylum as a 

way of deterring others from making a claim … 

 

Yvette Cooper, the Labour chair of the Home Affairs Select Committee, also 

said the comments were unwise: “Asylum claims have to be determined 

according to the law and the circumstances of every individual case, not as an 

arbitrary political decision supposedly to deter others … The Home Secretary 

knows this, so to suggest otherwise is completely wrong”.xviii 

 

We ask the Independent Review Team to consider carefully reading our reportxix for insights 

which might be of interest and value to them. Specifically: 

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/sajid-javid
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● We wish to reiterate that the Supreme Court ruling over Asia Bibi's case has not resolved 

a large number of pressing persecution-related concerns that continue to negatively impact 

upon Christians in Pakistan: “Numerous Pakistani analysts have warned that the 

belated legal actions in the case have done little to resolve the broader societal 

schisms that led to Bibi's ordeal. Hassan Javid, a political scientist writing in The 

Nation newspaper ... said the 'entire saga demonstrates the ways that religion, class 

and caste intersect' to oppress and 'blight the lives' of millions of Pakistanis”.xx  

 

For Shamil Shams: 

We must also not forget that the nature of the blasphemy case against Bibi was not 

just legal; it involved a number of political issues, mainly the executive's incapacity 

to rein in Islamists and deviate from the state's ultra-Islamic narrative.  

Pakistani lawmakers have shied away from tackling the controversial blasphemy 

laws that have resulted in brutal murders and countless imprisonments in the past 

two decades … Legal loopholes must be removed to ensure that an innocent 

person doesn't have to suffer the way Bibi didxxi … While Bibi's acquittal by the 

Supreme Court was a positive step, the legal foundation on which the judges 

issued their verdict is problematic … The ruling doesn't set a strong legal 

precedence, as we know how easy it can be to fabricate evidence in countries like 

Pakistan.xxii 

 

● We wish to extend our support for the petition that was submitted by MP Siobhain 

McDonagh to the FCO and the Department for International Development (DfID) in January 

2019xxiii calling for the UK to ensure that aid and taxpayers money to Pakistan is not used to 

fund the publication of textbooks that contain biased/hate-filled material and which 

promotes religious intolerance that fuels acts of persecution against religious (inclusive of 

Christian) minorities and certain ethnic groups. Pakistan, as our detailed report 

presented to the FCO shows, is one of several countries where children face 

persecution at school (or whilst travelling to and from school), or are prevented 

directly or indirectly from attending school because of their religion or belief or their 

'very real' fear of being persecuted.  

 

The FCO and DfID should also seriously consider the ethics of providing any other 

educational funding support/aid to schools that segregate Christians/Hindus and 'minority 

Others' from fellow Muslim students in classrooms, or that ban Christians/Hindus from using 

school toilets or water-drinking facilities that are reserved for Muslim only students or that 
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may be using textbooks not funded by the FCO/DfID but which still may contain 

biased/hate-filled material which promotes religious intolerance that fuels acts of 

persecution against religious (inclusive of Christian) minorities and certain ethnic groups. 

                                                 
i  The British Pakistani Christian Association (BPCA) is a human rights advocacy group, set up in the wake of the 

Gojra massacre of Christians in Pakistan in 2009 to raise the profile of the persecution of Christians and 'Othered' groups 
in Pakistan, as well as support those claiming asylum in the UK and elsewhere. British Pakistani Christian Association is 
a trading name for British Pakistani Christians Ltd., a charity that has been entered onto the Register of Charities. 
ii  Desmond Fernandes is a genocide scholar, author of Education, Human Rights Violations in Pakistan and the 

Scandal involving UNHCR and Christian asylum seekers in Thailand (BPCA: London, 2016, 3rd edition) and several 
articles, as well as joint-author of The Targeting of Minority 'Others' in Pakistan (BPCA: London, 2013) and The 
Education System in Pakistan: Discrimination and the Targeting of the 'Other' (BPCA: London, 2014). His works focus on 
issues relating to educational and refugee/asylum policies, the criminalisation of communities, genocide, state 
surveillance and the targeting of the ‘Other’. Formerly a Senior Lecturer in Human Geography and genocide studies at 
De Montfort University (UK), he is also an Advisory Council member of the European Union-Turkey Civic Commission 
(EUTCC).  
iii  Wintour, P. and Sherwood, H. (2018) 'Jeremy Hunt orders global review into persecution of Christians', The 

Guardian, 26 December 2018 (accessed at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/26/jeremy-hunt-orders-global-
review-into-persecution-of-christians).  
iv  Fernandes, D. (2019) Call it by its name: 'Persecution!' BPCA's Response and Update to the Home Office's 

Country Policy and Information Note - Pakistan: Christians and Christian converts [Version 3.0, September 2018] and its 
linked May 2016 report (BPCA: London, February 2019). 
v  Fernandes, D. (2019) Call it by its name: 'Persecution!' BPCA's Response and Update to the Home Office's 

Country Policy and Information Note - Pakistan: Christians and Christian converts [Version 3.0, September 2018] and its 
linked May 2016 report (BPCA: London, February 2019). 
vi  Wintour, P. and Sherwood, H. (2018) 'Jeremy Hunt orders global review into persecution of Christians', The 

Guardian, 26 December 2018 (accessed at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/26/jeremy-hunt-orders-global-
review-into-persecution-of-christians).  
vii  See FCO (2017) Corporate report: Human Rights and Democracy: the 2016 Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

report. FCO, published 20 July 2017 (accessed at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-
democracy-report-2016/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2016#chapter-vi-human-rights-priority-countries); FCO 
(2017) Corporate report: Human Rights Priority Country status report: January to June 2. FCO: Updated 8 February 2017 
(accessed at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country/human-rights-priority-
country-update-report-january-to-june-2016); Human Rights and Democracy: The 2014 Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
Report, 12 March 2015 (accessed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415910/AHRR_2014_Final_to_TSO.pdf); 
Human Rights and Democracy: The 2013 Foreign & Commonwealth Office Report, 24 June 2014 (accessed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2013/human-rights-and-democracy-
report-2013) and Human Rights and Democracy: The 2012 Foreign & Commonwealth Office Report, 15 April 2013 
(accessed at: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/408376/Cm_8593_Accessible_complete.p
df).    
viii  See FCO (2018) Corporate report: Human Rights and Democracy: the 2017 Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

report: Updated 5 October 2018. FCO (accessed at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-
democracy-report-2017/human-rights-and-democracy-the-2017-foreign-and-commonwealth-office-report#chapter-5-
human-rights-priority-countries); FCO (2018) 'Corporate report: Human rights priority countries: Human Rights Minister 
gives update', FCO: Published 7 December 2018 (accessed at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-
rights-priority-countries-autumn-2018-ministerial-statement/minister-of-state-for-human-rights-gives-an-update-on-
human-rights-priority-countries#freedom-of-religion-or-belief-forb) and FCO (2016) 'Corporate report: Pakistan - Human 
Rights Priority Country', FCO, Updated 21 July 2016 (accessed at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-
human-rights-priority-country/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country#contents).  
ix  For further insights, refer to the following authors research works and findings: According to a report by Griffing, 

A. (2018) 'Explained - Trump Abandons Syria's Kurds: Will Turkey Now Crush Their Dream of a 'Secular Utopia?', 
Haaretz, 22 December 2018 (accessed at: https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/syria/trump-abandons-the-kurds-
in-syria-will-turkey-now-crush-their-secular-utopia-1.6765593), “up to 15,000 Syrian rebels, including from the Free 
Syrian Army” - which the British government has promoted - “are ready to join a Turkish military offensive against US-
backed Kurdish forces in northeast Syria”, which is likely to result in terrible persecution of Christian and Kurdish and 
'Othered' populations. To confront persecution of Christians, Kurds and targeted 'Others' in Syria by ISIS, FSA and other 
'jihadist'-linked paramilitary groups, one has to additionally confront and put to an end US-UK governmental and NATO 
linked 'deep political strategies and initiatives' that support directly or indirectly ISIS and other jihadist organisations.  
 
 As Nafeez Ahmed has documented: All too often, "missing from the chorus of outrage" over ISIS "has been any 
acknowledgement of the integral role of covert US and British regional military intelligence strategy in empowering and 
even directly sponsoring the very same virulent Islamist militants in Iraq, Syria and beyond, that went on to break away 
from al-Qaeda and form ISIS, the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or now simply, the Islamic State (IS) … Since 2003, 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/26/jeremy-hunt-orders-global-review-into-persecution-of-christians
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/26/jeremy-hunt-orders-global-review-into-persecution-of-christians
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/26/jeremy-hunt-orders-global-review-into-persecution-of-christians
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/dec/26/jeremy-hunt-orders-global-review-into-persecution-of-christians
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2016/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2016#chapter-vi-human-rights-priority-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2016/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2016#chapter-vi-human-rights-priority-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country/human-rights-priority-country-update-report-january-to-june-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country/human-rights-priority-country-update-report-january-to-june-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/415910/AHRR_2014_Final_to_TSO.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2013/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2013
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2013/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2013
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/408376/Cm_8593_Accessible_complete.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/408376/Cm_8593_Accessible_complete.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2017/human-rights-and-democracy-the-2017-foreign-and-commonwealth-office-report#chapter-5-human-rights-priority-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2017/human-rights-and-democracy-the-2017-foreign-and-commonwealth-office-report#chapter-5-human-rights-priority-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-and-democracy-report-2017/human-rights-and-democracy-the-2017-foreign-and-commonwealth-office-report#chapter-5-human-rights-priority-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2018-ministerial-statement/minister-of-state-for-human-rights-gives-an-update-on-human-rights-priority-countries#freedom-of-religion-or-belief-forb
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2018-ministerial-statement/minister-of-state-for-human-rights-gives-an-update-on-human-rights-priority-countries#freedom-of-religion-or-belief-forb
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/human-rights-priority-countries-autumn-2018-ministerial-statement/minister-of-state-for-human-rights-gives-an-update-on-human-rights-priority-countries#freedom-of-religion-or-belief-forb
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country#contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country#contents
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country/pakistan-human-rights-priority-country#contents).
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/syria/trump-abandons-the-kurds-in-syria-will-turkey-now-crush-their-secular-utopia-1.6765593
https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/syria/trump-abandons-the-kurds-in-syria-will-turkey-now-crush-their-secular-utopia-1.6765593
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Anglo-American power has secretly and openly co-ordinated direct and indirect support for Islamist terrorist groups linked 
to al-Qaeda across the Middle East and North Africa. This ill-conceived patchwork geostrategy is a legacy of the 
persistent influence of neoconservative ideology, motivated by long-standing but often contradictory ambitions... and in 
pursuit of these, [attempts to] re-draw the map of the Middle East … According to security analyst Charles Shoebridge, a 
former British Army and Metropolitan Police counter terrorism intelligence officer, the crisis across Iraq and Syria cannot 
be resolved without first addressing the extent to which western policies created the crisis in the first place …  
 
 “Shoebridge pointed out that the US and UK in particular, 'through the covert work of MI6 and the CIA', appear to have 
'played a key role in facilitating the flow of arms and jihadist fighters to Syria from such places as Libya, the Caucuses 
and Balkans, with the aim of militarily boosting those fighting Assad … It should also be noted in this respect that the 
'moderate' rebels the US and UK support, themselves openly welcomed the arrival of such extremists. Indeed, the Free 
Syria Army (FSA) backed by the West was allied with ISIS, until ISIS attacked them at the end of 2013. Still today, 
‘moderate’ rebels backed by the US and UK are allied with Syrian al Qaeda affiliate al Nusra, despite the US and UK 
having banned this group at home'" - Ahmed, N. (2014) 'Follow the Money; Follow the Oil: How the West Created the 
Islamic State. Part 1 – Our terrorists',Counterpunch, 12-14 September 2014 (accessed at: 
http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/12/how-the-west-created-the-islamic-state/).  
 
 If Mr Mounstephen, the Bishop of Truro, and the authors of the independent review on persecution also wish to 
independently confront and address the issue of persecution of Christians and 'Others' internationally and what can 
practically be done by the FCO and other UK bodies to address it, they may also wish to consult and read the detailed 
material that has been produced by Craig Murray, British Ambassador in Uzbekistan from 2002 to 2004. In 2009, he 
noted that he could “testify that beyond any doubt the British government has for at least six years a considered but 
secret policy of cooperation with torture abroad” (See Murray, C. 2009. 'Your Help Needed – Reveal Torture to Stop It', 4 
March 2009, https://www.craigmurray.org.uk/archives/2009/03/your_help_neede/). If this policy is still in place, it clearly 
can and will have consequences for Christians and 'Othered' persecuted people. Forcing and/or calling a stop to this 
and/or exposing this can have practical effect in helping to assist persecuted people.     
 
 The detailed analyses and findings (drawing upon declassified records) of historian Mark Curtis (a former Research 
Fellow at Chatham House and the ex-Director of the World Development Movement) in several of his books also need to 
be reflected upon. In 2018, he noted: “The mainstream media and propaganda system has been tremendously 
successful in the UK – the public can surely have very little knowledge of the actual nature of British foreign policy (past 
or present) and many people, apparently, seriously believe that the country generally (although it may make some 
mistakes) stands for peace, democracy and human rights all over the world. When you look at what they read (and don’t 
read) in the ‘news’ papers, it’s no surprise …The other, very much linked, problem, relates to the lack of real democracy 
in the UK and the narrow elitist decision-making in foreign policy. Governments retain enormous power to conduct covert 
operations (and policies generally) outside of public or parliamentary scrutiny” which often, of course, facilitate 
persecution. “Parliamentary committees, meant to scrutinise the state, rarely do so properly and almost invariably fail to 
even question government on its most controversial policies. Parliamentary answers are often misleading and designed 
to keep the public in the dark. Past historical records of government decision-making are regularly withheld from the 
public, if not destroyed to cover up crimes. British ‘democracy’, which exists in some forms, otherwise resembles more 
an authoritarian state. There are fundamental issues here about how policy gets made and in whose name” (Sinclair, I. 
2018. 'Britain’s collusion with radical Islam: Interview with Mark Curtis', Open Democracy, 18 March 2018 – accessed at: 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/ian-sinclair/britain-s-collusion-with-radical-islam-interview-with-mark-curtis). 
 
 If these issues and concerns are not confronted, it is clear from Curtis' findings that we can expect more of the following 
types of British foreign policy 'initiatives' that undoubtedly foster greater rather than less persecution of Christians and 
targeted 'Others' around the world: “I’ve tried to document in the updated version of Secret Affairs a chronology of 
Britain’s covert operations in Syria to overthrow the Assad regime. These began with the deployment of MI6 and other 
British covert forces in 2011 ... British covert action, mainly undertaken in alliance with the US and Saudi Arabia, has 
involved working alongside radical and jihadist groups, in effect supporting and empowering them” - even as it has been 
clear by their ideological orientation that they have clearly persecuted Christians and targeted 'Others'. “These extremist 
groups, which cultivated Muslim volunteers from numerous countries to fight Assad, have been strengthened by an influx 
of a massive quantity of arms and military training from the coalition of forces of which Britain has been a key part. At the 
same time, Britain and its allies’ policy has prolonged the war, exacerbating devastating human suffering” and 
persecution. “UK support for Syrian rebel groups”, Curtis documents, “long focused on the Free Syrian Army (FSA), 
described by British officials as ‘moderates’. Yet for the first three years of the war, the FSA was in effect an ally of, and 
collaborator with, Islamic State and al-Qaida’s affiliate in Syria, al-Nusra. London and Washington continued to provide 
training and help send arms into Syria despite the certainty that some would end up in the hands of jihadists ... 
 
 “UK governments – Conservative and Labour – have been colluding for decades with two sets of Islamist actors which 
have strong connections with each other. In the first group are the major state sponsors of Islamist terrorism, the two 
most important of which are key British allies with whom London has long-standing strategic partnerships – Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan. The second group includes extremist private movements and organisations whom Britain has worked 
alongside and sometimes trained and financed, in order to promote specific foreign policy objectives.  
 
 “The roots of this lie in divide and rule policies under colonialism but collusion of this type took off in Afghanistan in the 
1980s, when Britain, along with the US, Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, covertly supported the resistance to defeat the 
Soviet occupation of the country. After the jihad in Afghanistan, Britain had private dealings of one kind or another with 

http://www.counterpunch.org/2014/09/12/how-the-west-created-the-islamic-state/
https://www.craigmurray.org.uk/archives/2009/03/your_help_neede/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/ian-sinclair/britain-s-collusion-with-radical-islam-interview-with-mark-curtis
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militants in various organisations, including Pakistan’s Harkat ul-Ansar, the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group and the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), all of which had strong links to Bin Laden’s al-Qaida. Covert actions have been 
undertaken with these and other forces in Central Asia, North Africa and Eastern Europe … 
 
 “More recently, in its military interventions and covert operations in Syria and Libya since 2011, Britain and its 
supported forces have been working alongside, and often in effective collaboration with, a variety of extremist and 
jihadist groups, including al-Qaida’s affiliate in Syria. Indeed, the vicious Islamic State group and ideology that has 
recently emerged partly owes its origins and rise to the policies of Britain and its allies in the region Although Britain has 
forged special relationships with Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, … beyond these two states, Britain’s policy has been to 
collaborate with Islamist extremists as a matter of ad hoc opportunism, though it should be said that this has been rather 
regular. Whitehall does not work with these forces because it agrees with them but because they are useful at specific 
moments: in this sense, the collaboration highlights British weakness to find other on-the-ground foot soldiers to impose 
its policies. Islamist groups appear to have collaborated with Britain for the same reasons of expediency and because 
they share the same hatred of popular nationalism and secularism as the British elite ...  

 “I argue that the evidence shows that radical Islamic forces have been seen as useful to Whitehall in five 
specific ways: as a global counter-force to the ideologies of secular nationalism and Soviet communism, in the cases of 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan; as ‘conservative muscle’ within countries to undermine secular nationalists and bolster pro-
Western regimes; as ‘shock troops’ to destabilise or overthrow governments; as proxy military forces to fight wars; and as 
‘political tools’ to leverage change from governments. This collusion has also helped promote two big geo-strategic 
foreign policy objectives. The first is influence and control over key energy resources, always recognised in the British 
planning documents as the number one priority in the Middle East ... The second objective has been maintaining Britain’s 
place within a pro-Western global financial order” (Sinclair, I. 2018. 'Britain’s collusion with radical Islam: Interview with 
Mark Curtis', Open Democracy, 18 March 2018 – accessed at: https://www.opendemocracy.net/uk/ian-sinclair/britain-s-
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