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Oral Evidence - Pakistan: By Desmond Fernandes (genocide expert) and Wilson Chowdhry 

(President of the British Pakistani Christian Association) - latter in person  

 

We have already presented you with a report/book we recently published – 'Call it by its name – 

Persecution!' - which we hope will offer insights and recommendations that might be of interest to 

you. Given the short period of time here, I am just presenting a summary of some of the points and 

issues that were raised in it. 

 

Pakistan is listed at number 5 on the World Watch List, Open Doors' ranking of the 50 countries 

where Christians experience the 'most extreme' levels of persecution.  

 

We believe that if the FCO and the British government are serious about 'better supporting' 

Christians being persecuted worldwide, a first practical step would be to ensure that the FCO takes 

a clear stand, acknowledges and consistently speaks out against the persecution of Christians that is 

taking place worldwide, and confronts all key UK government departmental stances (for example, 

by the Home Office) that are still engaged in denying this reality (due to the government's 

'hostile/compliant environment' policy).  

 

As long as the Home Office ignores the documented evidence and continues with its dangerously 

flawed 'guidance' which seeks, for example, to even deny that Christians, “in general”, even face 

persecution in Pakistan, Pakistani Christian asylum seekers will continue to be deported back to the 

country where their lives remain at 'high risk'. As Lord Alton has cautioned "If a systematic 

campaign of bombings, killings, the burning alive of people and their homes, the rape and forced 

marriage of Christian girls, and a systematic campaign whipping up hatred doesn’t amount to 

persecution, it is hard to imagine what would have to happen before it is described as persecution.” 

 

We have documented how persecuted Pakistani Christians often seek asylum in Thailand and 

Malaysia because they can access those countries more easily. Yet, once there, the flawed country 

'guidance' from the Home Office is used by the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) to delegitimize many 

of their claims, resulting in their deportation, further risking their lives (a concern that was also 

raised by the UK All Party Parliamentary Group for International Freedom of Religion or Belief in 

its 2016 Inquiry report). 

 

We have detailed how the FCO, to cite the example regarding Christians in Pakistan, has been 

inconsistent in explicitly acknowledging the persecution that Christians face in the country. At 

times, it has clearly stated this reality, yet at other times has seemingly chosen to deliberately refrain 

from using the 'p' (persecution) word (seemingly to not offend certain domestic/international 

audiences and lobbies within government).  

 

We request the FCO to consider consistently using the term when and where Christians are 

subjected to persecution and the documented evidence sustains such a categorisation. We suggest 

that it does so also during its meetings with Home Office representatives (of the kind we have noted 

in our documentation) where refugee and asylum 'persecution/non-persecution' guidance/status is 

discussed with particular reference to countries where Christians and targeted 'Others' are being 

persecuted.  

  

If the FCO also internally examines, acknowledges and successfully confronts/alters certain covert 

British governmental policies (documentation and sources provided) that support extremist groups 

and other governments in certain 'initiatives' that result in increased persecution of Christians and 

targeted 'Others' worldwide, it will be making a practical and meaningful contribution towards 

reducing levels of persecution worldwide. 
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We ask the FCO to take note of the way in which 'blasphemy charges' and the blasphemy laws in 

Pakistan have been 'weaponised' (documentation provided) by circles to persecute Christians and 

other 'minorities' in innumerable ways. The most high-profile recent case, of course, being that of 

Asia Bibi (We note from a member of an APPG and from press organs that reportedly there were 

'radicalisation' concerns expressed and there was apparent 'fear' by certain representatives of 

government bodies and certain government ministers that there might be unrest in the UK or attacks 

on diplomatic buildings or to consular staff should the government grant asylum to Asia Bibi). 

 

BPCA reports that whilst a certain percentage of Government of Pakistan jobs are scheduled to go 

to 'minorities', in practice they are mainly restricted to low level, degrading and insecure jobs. There 

needs to be a fairer quota system. Christians (inclusive of graduates) are often forced into certain 

jobs in discriminatory fashion, which often makes them prone to persecutory targeting. 

 

The UK's aid and educational budget to Pakistan is substantial but should not be linked to 

questionable UK government deportation targets/arrangements inspired by the 'hostile/compliant 

environment policy'. We also suggest that aid from the UK government should not go to fund 

discriminatory textbooks or schools which use textbooks that are discriminatory against Christians 

and other 'minorities'.  

 

Such textbooks, as documentation shows, serve to embolden hate/persecution crimes. In the same 

way that concern has been expressed in certain quarters over the curricula taught in some externally 

(eg, Saudi) funded madrassas, the UK government also needs to consistently monitor the textbooks 

that are being used in the schools it funds. The USCIRF has provided documentation showing that 

even when 'corrective' changes have ostensibly been made, new revised textbooks have inserted 

equally problematic and discriminatory 'religiously intolerant' passages.  

 

The BPCA also requests the UK government, in its educational programmes, to consider 

earmarking a certain percentage of its educational aid to specifically assisting with 

literacy/schooling for religiously marginalised (inclusive of Christian) groups that come from 

under-privileged backgrounds and who have also been marginalised from existent schools due to 

the persecutory atmosphere which prevails in them. 


